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The Maniototo • Naseby • Ranfurly • Waipiata • Kokonga

3 Charlemont Street East, Ranfurly
Ph (03) 444 1005
Fax (03) 444 1008
visitorcentre@codc.govt.nz
www.centralotagonz.com 

Use our vast experience for all your 
Rail Trail bookings and itineraries, 
with packaged tours to suit your 
needs.

Ranfurly i-SITE 
Visitor Centre

Corner Northland and Pery Street
Ranfurly
Ph (03) 444 9588
oldpobackpackers@gmail.com
www.oldpobackpackers.co.nz
Catering for the solo traveller to large 
groups. Fully fire and wheelchair 
compliant. Self contained kitchen 
(continental breakfast available on 
request) Free Tea/Coffee etc. Lounge 
area, logburner, Videos/Boardgames 
free for your use. Laundry service 
available. Lock up bike shed. Close 
to all amenities.

Old Po Backpackers

1 Davis Ave, Ranfurly
Ph/Fax (03) 444 9383  
Reservations 0800 100 559  
ranfurlymotels@xtra.co.nz
www.ranfurlymotels.co.nz 
Self contained family and studio 
serviced units set on a 2 acre park-
like section.  Relax in the peace 
and quiet under the willow trees, 
barbeque’s, out door tables and 
room to roam.  Breakfast available, 
close to the Rail Trail, Sky TV, group 
discounts available.  Summer and 
winter activities.

Ranfurly Motels 

10 Charlemont St, Ranfurly. Phone 03 444-9140
E-mail: ranfurly.hotel@xtra.co.nz   Website: www.ranfurlyhotel.co.nz

Ranfurly Lion Hotel

Art Deco restaurant & dining r�)�)�'���4�����.�������+�.���������!���+i bar
Full range of accommodation f�)�+���.�*���-�)���	�����*� �)�*�&� ���4�����.�&�&�������+���!����ilities, T���������������' ing Lounge

Rail Trail: special group r���-� �,���4�����*� ��ial discounts for curling & skating groups
Cour�-� �,�2�����)�����#���4����� �0��� xtensive breakfast, lunch and dinne�+���'� �(�.�,���4�����$�-�.���-� �����)�(���-�#� �������$l Trail

Ranfurly, named after the fifth Earl of Ranfurly, the 15th Governor 
General of New Zealand, is the service centre for the Maniototo area. 

When the Central Otago railway line was constructed, it bisected 
the Maniototo Plain, and Ranfurly became the central point of the 
line. The County Offices, banks and other services were moved from 
Naseby to Ranfurly and from the 1930s the town developed rapidly, 
adopting the streamlined Art Deco building style popular during 
that era.  Take in the refurbishment of the Art Deco architecture 
and the Art Deco Gallery, a wonderful showcase of the past.

Ranfurly celebrates it’s Art Deco Heritage annually with the Ranfurly 
Rural Art Deco Weekend, held on the last weekend of February. The 
weekend’s programme includes cabaret and cocktails, entertainment, 
buskers, jazz bands, art and crafts, a jazz brunch and many more 
activities with a nostalgic theme centred around the Jazz Age. 

For more information on the Otago Goldfields Heritage Trail, 
please refer to:

www.atoz-nz.com/heritage.asp

29 Main St, Waipiata
Ph/Fax (03) 444 9470
Reservations 0800 423378
enquiries@waipiatahotel.co.nz
www.waipiatahotel.co.nz
Historic Country Pub right on the 
trail with excellent accommodation 
from $60per night inc breakfast.
Relax on our undercover deck, 
sample some of our renown local 
wines with a choice of A La Carte or 
“cook your own “ BBQ .
Genuine Country Pub hospitality 
catering for all budgets.

Waipiata Country Hotel

33 Kokonga-Waipiata Road
RD 3 Ranfurly Central Otago 9397
Ph (03) 444 9774
info@kokongalodge.co.nz
www.kokongalodge.co.nz 
Kokonga Lodge is situated on the 
Otago Central rail Trail, 32kms 
from Wedderburn and 40kms from 
Middlemarch. The lodge offers six 
stylish rooms with ensuites and 
welcoming guest areas. Full 
breakfast is inclusive and a 
3-course gourmet dinner is 
an optional extra. 

Kokonga Lodge

www.diningnz.com - Central Otago’s mobile phone guide to Restaurants, Cafés, Bars, Wineries and Liquor Outlets.

Maniototo curling
international

1057 Channel Rd, Naseby   Ph: +64 3 444 9878 
Email : info@curling.co.nz  www.cu rling.co.nz

Enjoy the ancient sport of 
curling, indoors! Great 
year-round fun for all ages.
Open 7 days. 
Evening Curling by prior 
arrangement. Fully licensed 
lounge bar and viewing area. 
Bookings advisable.
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Strath Taieri, Middlemarch • Pukerangi • Clarks Junction

Ph (03) 489 1461 
Just 40 minutes from Dunedin on 
the corner of Highway 87 and  the 
Old Dunstan Trail. Conveniently 
situated half way between Outram 
and Middlemarch, where the Otago 
Central Rail Trail commences/
finishes.
Full meals available, kitchen always 
open. Accommodation, one double, 
one triple, one twin.

O24

Clarks Junction Hotel

M i d d l e m a r c h  •  O t a g o

The Strath Taieri Hotel 
is a friendly country hotel 

with that traditional 
atmosphere 

- “the genuine article.” 
Located opposite the 

Middlemarch railway station 
and just 200 m from the 

beginning of the 
Otago Central Rail Trail, 

we offer great food, 
great entertainment, 

great ambience 
- be sure to visit us!

"Most certa in ly one of the most f r iendly pubs to v is i t"
Snow Ave Middlemarch. Ph (03) 464 3800 www.strathtaierihotel.com 

Hours: Mon - Thu 2 pm till late. Fri - Sun: 12 noon till late.

P
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Dunedin Railway Station
Ph +64 3 477 4449
reserve@taieri.co.nz
www.taieri.co.nz
Take one of the world’s great train 
trips from Dunedin through the 
Taieri River Gorge and return.
Half-day return excursions. Plus: 
Optional Dunedin - Queenstown 
connection.  Way-to-go link with 
Otago Central Rail Trail. Dunedin - 
Pukerangi - Middlemarch - Dunedin. 
Bikes travel for free.

Taieri Gorge Railway

Ph 0800 RAILTRAIL 
(0800-724-587)
info@trailjourneys.co.nz 
www.trailjourneys.co.nz 
Experts providing cycle hire, 
luggage transfer, accommodation 
bookings, train and bus bookings 
and Guided Tours. Take the hassle 
out of cycling the trail by using the 
most experienced  company on 
the trail. We can customise your 
trip to suit your requirements. 
Excellent facilities in both Clyde and 
Middlemarch.

Trail Journeys

Bookings 03 477 5577 DUD
or 03 443 9120 WNK
info@citibus.co.nz
www.newtons.co.nz
ConneXions operate the “Track 
& Trail” coach service, a daily 
passenger and freight connection 
from Queenstown, travelling 
via Cromwell, Clyde, Alexandra, 
Ranfurly and Middlemarch, to 
Pukerangi. Packages include cycling 
on the Otago Central Rail Trail, gold 
panning, Central Otago wine and 
Speight’s beer tasting, and the Taieri 
Gorge Railway to Dunedin. 

O25

Track & Trail

S29

A 1 hour scenic drive from Dunedin on State Highway 87 will bring 
you to the Strath Taieri and Middlemarch, a close-knit farming 
community that welcomes visitors to experience their lifestyle and 
explore the dramatic scenery surrounding them. From the top of the 
Rock and Pillar Range, where you can find the Giant Weta (Hemideina 
maori), to schist tors lower down, where you will discover the Otago 
and Grand skinks and the New Zealand Falcon, you will continually 
be amazed and delighted by what you will see here.

Take a walk through tussock and rock tors to Sutton Salt Lake, New 
Zealand’s only inland salt lake. It is 30cm deep at its highest and is 
often dry. (1 and a quarter hours return).

The Rock and Pillar Range (summit 1450m) provides a playground for 
trampers and cross-country skiers with small huts dotted in the area 
(www.doc.govt.nz for more info).

Trout fishing is a must at Taieri River, New Zealand’s 3rd longest river 
(318km). With many access points, you are sure to find a secluded 
spot where the fish are biting.

 Travel via the Taieri Gorge Railway to complete the experience! The 
Train takes you all the way back to Dunedin via the start of the Otago 
Central Railway at Wingatui. It leaves either from Middlemarch or 
Pukerangi (19km south of Middlemarch) and runs several times a 
week. Transport can be arranged from Middlemarch to Pukerangi. 
Travelling by train is a relaxing way to travel and the scenic route 
includes the 437m long Salisbury Tunnel and the 197m long Wingatui 
Viaduct, to name a few of the many attractions along this route.

The Middlemarch museum is situated in the former Masonic Lodge 
building in Aberafon St. It houses a comprehensive collection of local 
history and interests, including simulated static displays. Opening 
on request it also boasts “Platypus” a submarine designed for the 
recovery of gold from river beds, first tested in 1874.

Dunedin Regional Map Grid References
Strath Taieri and the Otago Central Rail Trail operators in this section 

can be located on the map on page 49 using the grid reference 
marked on each advertisement.

M24

M24

Middlemarch

Phone 0800 465 386
www.oceanagoldtours.com 
Our two hour tour takes you to see 
enormous trucks and excavators 
in action. Visit heritage mining 
sites including a complete battery 
stamper,  the gigantic Fraser’s open 
cast pit and the CAT maintenance 
base. We also visit the Otago Fish 
and Game hatchery, the gold 
processing plant and the historic 
village of Macraes. Tours operate at 
10.00am and 2.00pm most days and 
reservations are essential.

Oceana Gold

L28
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Strath Taieri, MiddlemarchFor more information on this area, please refer to:
www.atoz-nz.com/middlemarch.asp

The Rail Trail can be walked, cycled or horseback ridden and has the 
advantage of no cars or hills and is free. You can take as little or as 
long as you like to complete the Rail Trail and with so many great 
places to see along the way, it is well worth taking a leisurely tour.  
The Rail Trail itself provides a wonderful and unique insight into 
railway engineering of the early 20th Century with fantastic bridges 
(over 60), viaducts and tunnels to see and explore. The Rail Trail is 
also very flexible in that if you have little time, day trips can be made 
as access to the Rail Trail is easy from the main highways.  

The Otago Central Rail Trail winds 151km from Clyde to Alexandra 
and then down through the Manuherikia & Ida Valleys until it reaches 
Middlemarch, situated on the Strath Taieri. The Otago Central Railway 
originally branched from the main trunk at Wingatui, 12 kilometres 
south of Dunedin, and ran through Middlemarch, Ranfurly, Omakau 
and Alexandra to Cromwell in the heart of Central Otago, 235 km 
from the junction. Construction was protracted, commencing in 1879 
at the Dunedin end and not completed to Cromwell until 1921. At 
various points travellers can break their journey to experience the 

blue sky, barren landscape and sense of history. Be sure to also 
sample the legendary hospitality that the locals are rightly famous 
for. Stay a few days, you will be made most welcome.

Swansea St. 
SH87 Middlemarch. 
Ph (03) 464 3224 
www.middlemarch.co.nz 
For country cuisine with a delicious 
Mediterranean flavour, you can’t 
go past The Kissing Gate cafe. 
Open 8.30-5.00pm daily. If you 
want dinner or early breakfast, 
book ahead. Private functions? No 
trouble. Open Friday evenings for 
dine in or take home. Make a point 
of visiting Strath Taieri’s iconic café.

The Kissing Gate Café

31 Snow Ave, Middlemarch 
Ph (03) 464 3070 
quench.cafe@yahoo.co.nz
“Spectacular food created with thought”
Come in for fantastic food, L’affare 
Coffee, premium beers and Central 
Otago Wines. Open from 8am daily 
to late, fully licensed. All day menu, 
cabinet food and extensive evening 
dining menu with daily blackboard 
specials. Just across the tracks from 
the Middlemarch Railway Station. 
Awesome outdoor areas and large 
fireplace.

Quench

24 Conway St, Middlemarch 
Ph 027 228 4789
enquiries@thelodge-middlemarch.co.nz 
The Lodge Middlemarch welcomes 
you to a newly refurbished, 
comfortable and spacious old 
home, situated just 200m from the 
Otago Central Rail Trail, with easy 
access to local amenities.
The Lodge has a mix of ensuites 
and shared facilities, with a fully 
equipped kitchen, a large dining 
room and spacious lounge.

The Lodge

DISTANCE GUIDE
MASL*	 Trail Start	 Trail Finish	 Distance
170	 Clyde to 	 Chatto Creek	 25km
224	 Chatto Creek to	 Lauder	 19km
333	 Lauder to	 Oturehua	 23km
501	 Oturehua to 	 Ranfurly	 25km
424	 Ranfurly to	 Hyde	 32km
330	 Hyde to	 Middlemarch	 27km
201	 Middlemarch
	 Combined Distance	 151km
*MASL (Metres above sea level) 

M24M24 M24

For more detailed information on this area, please refer to:

www.atoz-nz.com/railtrail.asp

Otago Central Rail Trail

 0800 RAILTRAIL 0800 724 587
info@trailjourneys.co.nz
www.trailjourneys.co.nz

(atoz)

M24

Visiting Middlemarch 
& Strath Taieri?
We want to help you make 
the most of the time you 
spend here. Call us now to 
arrange a package for you.

Right in the Heart of 
Dunedin City
Ph 03 474 3300 
Fax 03 474 3311
visitor.centre@dcc.govt.nz 
www.dunedin.govt.nz

20 Swansea St, Middlemarch
Ph (03) 449 2024
Fax (03) 449 2150
bookings@catchabus.co.nz
www.catchabus.co.nz
Your personalised daily door to door 
passenger service from Dunedin to 
Wanaka via the Maniototo.
The route follows the iconic 
Otago Central Railtrail and offers 
passenger and luggage transfer 
between all the towns on the 
Railtrail and Dunedin and Wanaka 7 
days a week

M24

Catch A Bus

Refer to Regional Map Page 49
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www.atoz-nz.com
“Pure Discovery”

Destination Gore - Visitor Centre

This complex explores the history of the Mataura Valley and highlights 
one of the area’s most notable features, the making of illicit “Hokonui 
Moonshine’.  Situated close to Gore’s main shopping centre the Hokonui 
Heritage Centre is easy to find and provides a complete visitor service 
with aid of the Destination Gore Visitor Centre which is situated in the 
main foyer.  A range of attractive Moonshine items are available for sale 
as gifts and souvenirs.  Travel and local accommodation booking services 
are also on hand.




